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LOWELL FESTIVAL 
FEATURED LOCAL 
WINEMAKER 


na hot June day John 
Mello and | were 
discussing wine grapes 
with John Mendonca of 
Mendonca and Sons Imports, on 
Lawrence Street, Lowell. Mendonca 
and Sons Is the sort of emporium 
only found in established ethnic 
neighborhoods, and the store's 
interior is filled with the exotic 
necessities of Portuguese and 
Hispanic cuisine. Winemaking 
season was almost five months 
away but we were discussing the 
availability of grapes for a wine- 
making demonstration at the Lowell 
Folk Festival. Mr. Mendonca had 
promised to provide the grapes free 
of charge if the Mello family would 
pick them up at the market in 
Chelsea, MA. In June, grapes are 
cheap and come to us from places 
like Chile. But June is generally too 
hot for most winemaking by 
traditional methods, and winemakers 
normally wait until cooler weather 
sets in before giving their equipment 
a final thorough cleaning prior to 
crushing their grapes. It seemed 
Strange to John and | to be thinking 
about crushing and pressing grapes 
SO early. John Mendonca reassured 
us that “...the best way to do this is to 
prepare the | juice like always then 
bring it back to me and I'll put in the 
freezer for you until the festival. I've 
done this before when | had the 
grapes but wasn't ready to make my 
wine. The juice stays sweet, and 
you wont have to worry about 
serving your visitors fermenting 
wine.” | should have known that in 
Lowell | would learn more about the 
innovativeness of traditional 
European style winemakers. 


I've never been to the Chelsea “Grape 
Yards,” John Mello was kind enough 
not to call me to join him on his 

2:30 a.m. expedition to pick up our 
grapes. Other traditional winemakers 
with whom | have worked were happy 
to have me with them as the wine was 
being made, but not eager to have a 
green hand around while the delicate 
negotiations were underway to get 
the best price for the grapes at the 
best time. Some winemakers have 
had multigenerational relationships 


with dealers: others are less 
particular about their dealers. 


One winemaker from the South Shore 
told me that there was a ritual to 
buying grapes. The ritual began by 
a call to the dealer well in advance of 
the winemaker actually wanting his 
grapes. A casual conversation 
gradually winds around to the topic 
of prices. The winemaker declares 
his shock at the exorbitant prices 
and claims: “If | can't make wine for 
less than it costs me in the store | 
wont make it. Keep your grapes!” 
Over the next week or two the 
winemaker watches the grape prices 
carefully. Eventually the price is 
right or else “someone blinks.” The 
idea is to procure the grapes at a 
good price, but at good quality: 
“..sure | can get a case for $14.00, 
but you pick it up and all the juice 
runs out.” Admittedly, some 
winemakers happily buy the $14.00 
crates of half spoiled grapes, and 
others buy at nineteen and twenty 
dollars without argument. 


After returning from the market with 
the grapes, several days passed 
before John Mello determined that 
the grapes were ready to be crushed 
and pressed for juice. Depending 
upon the winemaker, and the type of 
wine being made, crushing and 
pressing could be two separate 
processes done several days apart. 
But we were only interested in 
juice for a demonstration. Late 
one afternoon John Jr. called to 
tell me that his father had decided to 
crush and press the grapes that 
afternoon. : 


As | walked into the Mello's cellar 


that afternoon my nose encountered 
mixed odors of crushed grapes and 
Sausage being made. On one side 
was the wine cellar with racked 
barrels of wine, the crusher and the 
wine press. On the other side was a 
separate room which contained a 
complete downstairs kitchen. Large 
tubs were full of pork in a marinade 

of wine and herbs. The pork was 

being stuffed into sausage casings by 

Mrs. Mello, her sister and friends. | 
Tomorrow the extended Mello family 


would prepare to smoke this linguica 

Sausage for one or two days after 
which it would become an 
important ingredient in the 
family’s cuisine. 


On the other side of 
the basement the men 
worked at crushing the 
grapes and piling them 
into the basket of the press. When 
the press was full, wooden blocks 
were placed on top of the grape 
mass and the press’ lever arm 
was engaged. At first the 
cranking of the press went 
rapidly. As pressure built the 
juice began to run into the basin 
below the basket. At the same 
time cranking the press became 
hard work as real effort was put 
into it. As the juice accumulated it 
was drained off into large buckets, 
and carried away, eventually to wind 
up in Mendonca’s freezer. During 
the last weekend of July 
thousands lined up to sample 
this juice and ask about 
winemaking. 


Karin Baker of Beer and Wine 
Hobby in Woburn, MA is very 
familiar with this curiosity about 

winemaking. Beer and Wine 
Hobby is a small shop in an 
industrial section of Woburn 
which carries a complete line of 


4 
4, 


equipment for the home hobbyist 
involved in the making of wine 
and beer. On the day | was there 
a tak man walked in asking 
for help | in setting up as a 
winemaker. The recollec- 
tion of helping his 
grandfather make wine as a 


child had come back to him. 


Nostalgia began to develop into a 
desire to recapture part of his 
heritage, and to create an 
enjoyable dividend from the 
labor involved. Karin told me 
that many came to her shop 
with similar backgrounds. 
These days a potential 
winemaker who wishes to 
avoid the work and expense of 
trips to the grape yards, 
bargaining with dealers, 
crushing grapes, pressing and 
all the other details of 
winemaking can purchase chilled 
juice from abroad and ferment it 
in glass under controlled 
circumstances. Additives will 


even give it a flavor comparable to 
wine aged in wood. 


Before we hurry to criticize these 
modern winemakers for their lack of 
traditionality it should be noted that 
the traditional way of wine making 
can be full of pitfalls. A winemaker 
who fails to properly clean and 
disinfect his barrels and apparatus 
risks making a very expensive 
vinegar. Unfortunately, | am told, 
once a barrel has been contaminated 
it is only good for firewood or as 

a flower planter. As a result the 
successful traditional winemakers, 
like John Mello are cautious about 
Cleaning barrels and maintaining 
their equipment in top shape. Unlike 
the modern wine hobbyist, however, 
to people like John Mello the making 
of wine, like the making of the 
homemade linquica, represents part 
of the family’s culture and traditional 


The New England 

Folklife Center of 

Lowell was estab- 

lished as aresult of the 

success of the Lowell 
Folklife Project, and is part of the 
Lowell Historic Preservation 
Commission. The Center was 
established in 1989 to: “preserve 
and interpret the nationally sig- 
nificant aspects of Lowell's Heri- 
tage, and to present and preserve 
the expressive culture shared 
within the various groups in 
Lowell and the greater New En- 
gland area.” As one of Lowell's 
newest cultural institutions the 
Center seeks to bring the best of 
our regional folklife to Lowell, 
and present Lowell and our re- 
gion to all visitors. The number 


lifestyle. As a farm family on the 
island of Graciosa, in the Azores, the 
Mello family made wine, sausage, 
and farmed their land from the need 
to provide subsistence, and 
pleasurable living. Here in Lowell 
the Mello family enjoys all the 
technical and cultural attributes of 
American life. But they maintain that 
homemade Portuguese bread, wine 
and sausage are superior to anything 
you can buy in a Supermarket. 


Text by Louis N. Carreras, Director 
of the New England Folklife Center 
of Lowell. Mr. Carreras is an 
Anthropologist and Folklorist who 
completed his undergraduate 
studies at Boston University and 
graduate studies at the University of 
Pennsylvania. 


and variety of 
cultures repre- 
sented in Lowell 
and our region con- 
tinues to grow, and each 
represents a part of the heritage 
which the New England Folklife 
Center of Lowell will showcase. 
In the spring of 1991 the 
Center will establish a permanent 
facility at the Boott Mill. The new 
Center will feature foodways 
demonstrations, traditional craft 
programs for students and adults, 
exhibits, a resource center for 
teachers and a wide variety of 
community outreach programs. 
For further information contact the 
Center at (508) 458-7653 (the 
Lowell Historic Preservation 
Commission). 
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“A 19th Century Immigrant’s 
View of Lowell” 

An exhibit of the letters of 
English immigrant John Wood. 
University of Lowell Center for 
the Arts. Mogan Cultural Center, 
40 French Street. 

Through October 31. 
Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.; 
Thursday, 9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m..: 
saturday, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
Admission: free. Call: 934-4997 


“Latin American Invitational” 
Exhibition of work by contemporary 
Latin American artists. Sponsored 
by UNITAS, Lowell Arts Council 
and Lowell Historic Preservation 
Commission. Brush Art Gallery 
and Studios, Market Mills, 256 
Market Street. 

Through October 7. 
Tuesday-Sunday, 11:00 a.m.- 

9:00 p.m. Admission: free. 

Call: 459-7819 


“Bounty of Baskets” 

Juried National Quilt 

Contest Winners 

New England Quilt Museum, 
Market Mills, 256 Market Street. 
Through November 4. 
Tuesday-Saturday, 10:00 a.m.- 
4:00 p.m.; Sunday, 12:00-4:00 p.m. 
Admission: $2.00; $1.00 students and 
seniors. Call: 452-4207 


“Monique Sakellarios: 
Romantic Landscapes” 

Whistler House Museum of Art, 

243 Worthen Street. 

Through November 18. 
Wednesday-Saturday, 11:00 a.m.- 
4:00 p.m.; Sunday, 1:00-4:00 p.m. 
Admission: $2.00; children under 16 
free. Call: 452-7641 


“Changing Faces, Changing 
Times: A Century and a Half at 
Lowell High School” 

Sponsored by Lowell Historic 
Preservation Commission and 
Lowell Arts Council. Mogan Cultural 
Center, 40 French Street. 

Through December 31. 
Admission: free. Call: 458-7653 


Octoberfest Midway 
Rides, games, and food. Regatta 
Festival Committee. Regatta Field, 
Rte. 113, Pawtucket Boulevard. 
Through Monday, October 8. 
Wednesday-Friday, 6:00-11:00 p.m.: 
Saturday-Monday, 12:00-11:00 p.m. 
Admission: free. Call: 452-8903 


Lost Horizon 

Classic Film Series 
Pollard Memorial Library, 
401 Merrimack Street. 
1:00 p.m. Admission: free. 
Call: 970-4118 
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Ring Round the Moon 

Merrimack Repertory Theatre, Liberty 
Hall, 50 East Merrimack Street. 
Through October 27. 

Call: 454-3926 


Virtuosi Wind Quintet 
University of Lowell Center for the 
Arts. First United Baptist Church, 
99 Church Street. 

8:00 p.m. Admission: $11.00. 
Call: 934-4444 


University of Lowell 
Homecoming Game 
U. Lowell vs. Curry College 
Cawley Stadium. 

7:00 p.m. Call: 934-3232 


Traditional Piecing Workshop 
Quiltmaking with Marianne Fons 
New England Quilt Museum, Market 
Mills, 256 Market Street. 

1:00-4:00 p.m. Admission: $30.00. 
Call: 452-4207 


Children’s Thursday Afternoon 
Workshops 

Introductory visual arts workshops for 
children ages 5 to 7. Whistler House 
Museum of Art, 243 Worthen Street. 
Thursdays through November 15. 
Workshop fee: $55.00; $45.00 for 
members. Call: 452-7641 


Children's Painting and 

Drawing Class 

Introduction to painting and drawing 
for children ages 9-13. The Paper 
Place, Brush Art Gallery & Studios, 
Market Mills, 256 Market Street. 
Thursdays through November 15. 
3:15-4:45 p.m. Class fee: $55.00: 
$45.00 for members. 


Dimitri Hadzi: Sculpture and 
Monotypes 

Brush Art Gallery and Studios, 
Market Mills, 256 Market Street. 
Through November 11. 
Tuesday-Sunday, 11:00 a.m.- 
9:00 p.m. Admission: free. 

Call: 459-7819 


Saturday Art School Classes 
Introduction to painting and drawing 
for ages 5 to 13. Whistler House 
Museum of Art, 243 Worthen Street. 
Saturdays through November 17. 
Class fee: $55.00; 

$45.00 for members. 

Call: 452-7641 


“Mozart, Monsters and Matisse” 
with Emmy Award-winning 
puppeteer Marshall izen 
Children’s Discovery Series, University 
of Lowell Center for the Arts and Brush 
Art Gallery and Studios. Durgin Hall, 
Pawtucket and Wilder Streets. 

2:00 and 4:00 p.m. 

Admission: $6.00. Call: 934-4444 


Lifetime Baystate Marathon 
Marathon, half-marathon and 

five person marathon relay. 
sponsored by Lifetime Corporation 
and Greater Lowell Road Runners. 
Starts at U. Lowell Costello Gym, 
off Riverside Street. 

8:00 a.m. Marathon: $10.00. 
Half-Marathon: $7.00. 

Relay: $30.00. 

Call: (603) 595-2865 


Sweet Harvest Dessert Party 
Whistler House Museum of Art, 
243 Worthen Street. 

7:00 p.m. Admission: $15.00 
Call: 452-7641 


Friends of the Library Annual 
Meeting Featuring Young Adult’s 
Author Robert Cormier 

Pollard Memorial Library, 401 
Merrimack Street. 

7:00 p.m. Admission: free. 

Call: 970-4118 


Latinoamérica Musical 

The Open Campus, Middlesex 
Community College. Smith-Baker 
Center, 400 Merrimack Street. 
8:00 p.m. Admission: $8.00. 

Call: 937-5454, ext. 3240 


Feet First 

Classic Film Series 
Pollard Memorial Library, 
401 Merrimack Street. 
1:00 p.m. Admission: free. 
Call: 970-4118 


Pilobolus Dance Theatre 
University of Lowell Center for the 
Arts, Durgin Hall, Pawtucket and 
Wilder Streets. 

8:00 p.m. Admission: $15.00; $13.00: 
$11.00. Call: 934-4444 


Essay Contest Awards Ceremony 
“The Gadfly Competition” 

Lowell Corporation for the Humanities. 
Lowell National and State Parks 
Visitor Center, Market Mills, 


Sunday, October 28 


Halloween Concert 
Lowell Philharmonic Orchestra 
Durgin Hall, University of Lowell, 


246 Market Street. Pawtucket and Wilder Streets. 
2:00-4:00 p.m. Admission: free. 3:00 p.m. Admission: $5.00. 
Call: 256-2939 Call: 251-8293 
@ Sunday, October 21 @ Monday, October 29 
Lecture Series: Faculty Recital 
Monique Sakellarios Natala Paella, Trumpet 
Whistler House Museum of Art, University of Lowell College of Music, 
243 Worthen Street. Durgin Hall, Pawtucket and 
2:00 p.m. Admission: free. Wilder Streets. 
Call: 452-7641 7:30 p.m. Admission: free. 
Call: 934-3850 
@ Monday, October 22 
@ Tuesday, October 30 
Electric Guitar Ensemble 
University of Lowell College of Music, Wind Ensemble Concert 


Durgin Hall, Pawtucket and 
Wilder Streets. 

7:30 p.m. Admission: free. 
Call: 934-3850 


University of Lowell College of Music, 
Durgin Hall, Pawtucket and 

Wilder Streets. 

7:30 p.m. Admission: free. 

Call: 934-3850 


oO Sunday, November 4 


The Glass Menagerie 

Merrimack Repertory Theatre, Liberty 
Hall, 50 East Merrimack Street. 
Through November 24. 

Call: 454-3926 


Dimitri Hadzi will install 
a work of public art in 
Lowell this October. 
The artist is shown here 
working on a sculpture 
for the Federal Office 
Building in Portland, 
Oregon. Brush Art 
Gallery & Studios 

will be exhibiting 

his sculptures and 
monotypes, 

October 12 - 

November 11. 


The Count Basie Orchestra 

with Guest Vocalist 

University of Lowell Center for the 
Arts. Lowell Memorial Auditorium, 

50 East Merrimack Street. 

8:00 p.m. Admission: $19.00; $17.00; 
$15.00. Call: 934-4444 


Lecture Series: “Street Treats 
and Hidden Treasures” by 
Susan Scott 

Whistler House Museum of Art, 
243 Worthen Street. 

2:00 p.m. Admission: free. 

Call: 452-7641 


Rumpelstiltskin 
performed by Boston Ballet Il 
Children’s Discovery Series, University 


® Thursday, October 25 


Johnny Mathis 

Lowell Memorial Auditorium, 
50 East Merrimack Street. 
Also Friday, October 26. 
Time TBA. Call: 454-2299 


® Friday, October 26 


Faculty Recital 

Ivan Oak, Tenor 

University of Lowell College of Music, 
Durgin Hall, Pawtucket and 

Wilder Streets. 

7:30 p.m. Admission: free. 

Call: 934-3850 


@ Saturday, October 27 


Contemporary Quiltmaking 
Workshop with Evelyn Montague 
New England Quilt Museum, Market 
Mills, 256 Market Street. 

Through Sunday, October 28. 
10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Admission: $45.00. Call: 452-4207 


Third Annual Great Pumpkin 
10K Road Race 

Report to: Corner of French 

and John Streets. 
Pre-Registration: 8:00-9:00 a.m. 
10K Road Race, 9:00 a.m.: 

One Mile Fun Run, 10:00 a.m. 
Call: 454-7825 


Great Pumpkin Halloween Party 
Costume contests, haunted house, 
decorated pumpkin contests, trolley 
rides, music and food. Sponsored by 
Regatta Festival Committee, Lowell 
National Historical Park, Lowell 
Historic Preservation Commission, 
and Lowell Kiwanis Club. Boarding 
House Park, French Street. 

11:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Admission: free. 
Call: 459-1000 


A Cabaret Gala with the 

Jazz Pops Ensemble, 
Wintersauce Chorale, and 
singer Leigh Beery 

University of Lowell Center for the 
Arts. Lowell Memorial Auditorium, 

50 East Merrimack Street. 

8:00 p.m. Admission: $19.00; $17.00; 
$15.00. Call: 934-4444 


Samuel A. Shute" 


2 Friday, November 2 


of Lowell Center for the Arts. Durgin 
Hall, Pawtucket and Wilder Streets. 
2:00 and 4:00 p.m. 

Admission: $5.00. Call: 934-4444 


@ saturday, November 10 


Advanced Machine Piecing 
Quiltmaking Workshop with 
Susan Raban and Anne Gallo 
New England Quilt Museum, Market 
Mills, 256 Market Street. 

Through Sunday, November 11. 
10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Admission: $30.00. Call: 452-4207 


© Monday, November 5 


Brass Ensemble Concert 
University of Lowell College of Music, 
Durgin Hall, Pawtucket and 

Wilder Streets. 

7:30 p.m. Admission: free. 

Call: 934-3850 


Silver Mittens 
Boxing Tournament 
Lowell West End Gym, Inc. 


@ Sunday, November 11 


Lecture Series: “The Handmade 


Lowell Elks Club, Old Ferry Road. Book” by Susan Gaylord 
Also Monday, November 12 and Whistler House Museum of Art, 
Monday, November 19. 243 Worthen Street. 

8:00 p.m. Admission: $6.00. 2:00 p.m. Admission: free. 

Call: 970-4131 Call: 452-7641 


oy Thursday, November 1 ® Wednesday, November 7 © Thursday, November 15 
National Velvet “Quilt National” On the Town 
Classic Film Series Winners of USA’s Top Classic Film Series 


Pollard Memorial Library, 
401 Merrimack Street. 
1:00 p.m. Admission: free. 
Call: 970-4118 


Contemporary Quilt Contest 

New England Quilt Museum, 

Market Mills, 256 Market Street. 
Through December 31. 
Tuesday-Saturday, 10:00 a.m.- 

4:00 p.m.; Sunday, 12:00-4:00 p.m. 
Admission: $2.00; $1.00 students and 
seniors. Call: 452-4207 


Pollard Memorial Library, 
401 Merrimack Street. 
1:00 p.m. Admission: free. 
Call: 970-4118 


“Early 19th Century Lowell 
Portraits by Ruth W. and 


University of Lowell Center for 

Lowell History, Mogan Cultural Center, 
40 French Street. 

Through December 31. 
Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
Thursday, 9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 
Saturday, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
Admission: free. Call: 934-4998 


Frank Foster, director 
of the world famous 
Count Basie 
Orchestra, 
performing at the 
University of Lowell 
Center for the Arts, 
Friday, November 2 
at 8:00 p.m. 
“Living in Lowell: 

Past and Present” 

A weekend of tours, lectures and 

workshops on the history and 

preservation of Lowell's architecture. 

Lowell Historic Board. 

Through Sunday, November 4. 

Call: 970-4252 


“A Search for Clues: The 
Investigation of John Woods” 
Lecture by Helene Desjarlais 
Lowell Historical Society. Center for 
Lowell History, Mogan Cultural Center, 


© Friday, November 16 


Children’s Book Illustrator 
Giles Laroche 
Children’s Department, 


40 French Street. Pollard Memorial Library, 
7:30 p.m. Admission: free. 401 Merrimack Street. 
Call: 934-4997 3:30 p.m. Admission: free. 
Call: 970-4118 
a Friday, November 9 Groge Sanith Stegars 


University of Lowell Center for the 
Arts, Durgin Hall, Pawtucket and 
Wilder Streets. 


David McKelway and Friends 
Chamber music. University of Lowell 
Center for the Arts. Parker Gallery, 
Whistler House Museum of Art, 

243 Worthen Street. 

8:00 p.m. Admission: $11.00 

Call: 934-4444 


$9.00. Call: 934-4444 


8:00 p.m. Admission: $13.00; $11.00; 


@ Wednesday, November 18 


Holiday Marketplace 
Distinctive handmade gifts for sale. 
The Brush Art Gallery & Studios, 
Market Mills, 256 Market Street. 
Through December 31. 
Tuesday-Sunday, 11:00 a.m. - 
5:00 p.m. Admission: free. 

Call: 459-7819 


@ Thursday, November 22 


Thanksgiving Football Game 
Lowell Raiders vs. Lawrence Lancers. 
Lawrence Memorial Stadium. 

Call: 975-2750 


® Saturday, November 24 


City of Lights Festival 
Ethnic tree-decorating, origam| 
ornament workshop, hot cider, 
Santa's workshop, carolling and a 
special Holiday Concert. 
Downtown Lowell. 

12:00-5:30 p.m. 

Admission: $1.00 for concert, 
workshops. Call: 459-9899 


Victorian House Tours 
sponsored by Northern Middlesex 
Convention & Visitors Bureau. 
1:00-4:00 p.m.; 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
Admission: $1.00. Call: 937-9300 


@ Tuesday, November 27 


Members Holiday Exhibition 
and Sale 

Members paintings, drawings, prints 
photographs, and crafts for sale. 
Whistler House Museum of Art, 

243 Worthen Street. 

Through December 23. 
Wednesday-Saturday, 11:00 a.m.- 
4:00 p.m.; ee 1:00-4:00 p.m. 
Admission: free. Call: 452-7641 


@ Wednesday, November 28 


order Chorale Concert 
University of Lowell College of Music, 
Durgin Hall, Pawtucket and Wilder 
Streets. 

7:30 p.m. Admission: free. 

Call: 934-3850 


&) Thursday, November 29 


The Pride of the Yankees 
Classic Film Series 
Pollard Memorial Library, 

401 Merrimack Street. 

1:00 p.m. Admission: free. 
Call: 970-4118 


For a daily listing of Lowell's 
cultural events, listen to 
WLLH, 1400 AM at 6:40 a.m., 
12:40 p.m., and 5:40 p.m. 


LOWELL 1400AM LAWRENCE 


Saturday Art School (ages 5-13) 

October 13 - November 17 

The Saturday Art School develops young people's interest in the visual 
arts. The classes will include an introduction to the basic techniques 
of painting and drawing. The classes are divided into three age levels 
(5-7; 8-10; 11-13). 


Thursday Afternoon Workshop (ages 5-7) 

October 11 - November 15 

This introductory workshop provides an opportunity to experiment 
with materials used traditionally in the visual arts. 


Fees for classes at Whistler House Museum are $45.00 for members: 
$55.00 for non-members. For information, call 452-7641. 


Painting and Drawing (ages 9-13) 

Thursday Afternoons, October 11-November 15 

Students will experiment with a variety of materials including charcoal, 
pencils, watercolor, and collage with an emphasis on form, texture, 
color, and composition. This introdcution to art, under instructor Joan 
Orphanos, allows students to explore numerous materials and 
interests while developing their skills in painting and drawing. 


The class fee is $45.00 for members; $55.00 for non-members. Brush 
Art Gallery also offers art classes for adults. For more information, call 
459-7819. 


CITY OF LIGHTS 


Thousands of lights will brighten the Holiday Season in downtown 
Lowell. Come view this spectacular display and experience the 
wonder and excitement of Lowell... City of Lights! 


Join us on Saturday, November 24, as we kick off the season with 
our City of Lights Festival from 12:00-5:30 p.m. Enjoy a special 
Holiday Concert, Santa's workshop and an Origami ornament 
workshop, Victorian House Tours and hot cider. 


Following the official lighting of City Hall and the Ethnic Fountain 
of Trees, enjoy carolling by various City chorales! 


Throughout the season discover festive shops laden with gifts and 
cozy restaurants full of good cheer. Lowell brings the spirit of the 


holidays brilliantly alive with special events and exhibits. Come 


and enjoy The Nutcracker, “The Christmas That Almost Wasn't,” 
Handel's “Messiah,” A Christmas Carol, a concert by Solid Brass, 
and “Midnight Mass on French Carols” by the Boston Camerata. 
Holiday exhibits and gift sales at Brush Art Gallery and Studios, 
New England Quilt Musuem and Whistler House Museum are 
other reasons to come visit downtown Lowell during the holiday 
season. And remember the Toys for Tots Telethon, December 1-2. 


An exciting addition this year - “City of Lights” buttons, available 
for $1.00, will provide admission to the Victorian House Tours 
and discounts for area retail stores and restaurants.’ 


For further information, please call the Downtown Lowell Business 
Assocation at 459-9899. 


LIVING IN LOWELL: PAST AND PRESENT 
November 2-4, 1990 


The Lowell Historic Board is offering a weekend of tours, lectures, and 
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workshops on the history and preservation of Lowell's architecture. Walking 
tours of Tyler Park, Chapel Hill/South Common, Lower Belvidere, City Hall/ 
Pollard Memorial Library, and the Lowell Cemetary will be offered. In addition, 
there will be workshops on home restoration, researching the history of your 
house, and stained glass in Lowell. For more information, and a detailed 
schedule, call 970-4252. 
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